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Anniversaries are not just for looking to the past but also looking ahead to the future. 
What will the next 125 years in legal education look like? This year will see Osgoode 
implement our Digital Initiative, unique among Canadian law schools. This includes  
the launch of MyJD, an Osgoode-created system that will allow students to access more 
services than ever online.
Osgoode@125!
This year marks Osgoode Hall 
Law School’s 125th Anniversary 
(which is a “Quasquicentennial” 
in case you were wondering). 
While we can trace our history 
back much further, October 7, 
1889 is considered the official 
first day of what has become the 
current Osgoode Hall Law School.
We are marking this occasion by 
looking back at the history of the 
Law School, celebrating our rich 
traditions and our remarkable 
alumni. In this edition you will 
find the “Osgoode@125 Index,”  
a list of 125 facts and figures 
that define the Law School and 
its impact, for example: 
•  The percentage of the past 15 
Attorneys General of Ontario 
who were Osgoode grads; 
•  The year Helen Kinnear ’20 
became the first woman in  
the Commonwealth to be 
appointed as a Judge of a 
Superior Court; 
•  The number of times Professor 
Emeritus and former Osgoode 
Dean Peter Hogg has been 
cited in the Supreme Court of 
Canada;
•  The number of books Osgoode 
faculty have published in the 














The new Ontario Law Student Mental Health Initiative 
is a great example of how this new digital age can help 
students through technology. Our Student Success and 
Wellness Counsellor, Melanie Banka Goela ’03, led the 
development of JustBalance, a website that provides 
support for Ontario law students dealing with stress, 
anxiety and other mental health concerns.
With a grant from the Ontario Ministry of Training, 
Colleges & Universities and the collaborative 
participation of all of Ontario’s law schools, JustBalance 
will provide strategies and resources for law students 
across the province to thrive in the midst of the 
challenges of law school.
This year Osgoode became the first law school in Canada 
to adopt the Digital Commons, an open-access, online 
research repository. In the first few months, there have 
already been more than 170,000 downloads of Osgoode’s 
journals and research from this site - and counting. 
In addition, a new JD course on Legal Information 
Technology, and Osgoode Professional Development’s 
Speaker Series on “Innovators and Entrepreneurs” allow 
both Osgoode students and the broader legal community 
to explore the implications of the digital transformation.
But it is our students who conceived the best idea for 
marking our 125th anniversary: the creation of a fund 
for debt relief particularly for those Osgoode graduates 
wishing to pursue lower paying public interest work. The 
students’ goal is to raise $125,000 from law firms, then 
Osgoode alumni will be asked to match that amount, 
and finally the Law School will contribute $125,000 
for the fund. This campaign represents a tangible and 
meaningful way for alumni to join with our current 
students to ensure financial barriers do not shut out 
students Osgoode and the legal community will need in 
the future.
It doesn’t seem that 22 years have passed since I 
graduated from Osgoode. I am excited and proud to be 
Dean at this special anniversary and to share with you 
some of our historic accomplishments. We can all look 
forward to the Law School continuing to make history in 
the years to come. 

















JD student Avnish Nanda ’14 came 
to Osgoode with the ambition 
of graduating and doing public 
interest work, but the debt of more 
than $100,000 that he accumulated 
over the three years made him 
question whether it would ever be 
possible to pursue his passion.
In the end, he decided to remain 
committed to his goal, although 
circumstances led him into private 
practice where he does private 
litigation and public interest 
work. After he pays off his debts, 
he hopes to work exclusively in 
the public interest area.
Many students find themselves in 
Nanda’s position, which prompted 
him and JD/MBA student Martin 
Hui ’14 (who also graduated 
with six-figure debt) to seek to 
establish during their final year at 
Osgoode a debt relief program to 
assist recent graduates carrying 
high debt loads who work in lower 
paying areas of the law. 
“As costs of legal education and 
student debt grow, it will become 
more and more difficult for those 
interested in public interest law 
to pursue those careers,” said 
Nanda who is articling with Virk 
Law in Edmonton. “We want this 
fund to help people realize their 
goals.”
Nanda and Hui, soon to be an 
Associate with Davis Polk & 
Wardwell LLP, were joined in 
their efforts to establish the debt 
relief program by seven current 
Osgoode student leaders: Douglas 
Judson, Nadia Klein, James 
Mencel, Brendan Monahan, 
Jaime Mor, Toby Samson and 
Allison Williams. 
Together, the students – who 
refer to themselves as the Debt 
Assistance Relief Team (DART) 
– have launched a campaign to 
raise $125,000 for debt relief.
To support this important 
endeavour, Dean Lorne Sossin 
has agreed to a double-match of 
what the students raise. The first 
match will come from the Law 
School and the second match will 
come from alumni who will be 
asked to contribute in this year’s 
Annual Fund solicitation. 
“I can think of no better initiative 
to mark the School’s 125th 
anniversary than a fund created 
by students, alumni and the 
Law School that will help future 
generations of our students,” 
Sossin said. 
Hopes are running high that soon 
there will be much-needed support 
for high-debt Osgoode graduates 
whose career choices will provide 
legal services to Canada’s 
underserviced communities and 
access to justice for demographic 
groups in need. 
If you would like to make a gift 








It’s no secret that student 
debt is a problem for some 
Osgoode graduates today, 
and can be a factor in the 
career choices of newly 
minted young lawyers. 
annual proceeds from Mock Trial to assist graduating JD 
students who have incurred significant debt during their 
legal education and who intend to pursue careers in social 
justice. As well, the Accessibility Fund has provided funds 
for the Law School Admission Test (LSAT) prep course to 
ensure the pool of Law School applicants remains diverse 
and inclusive. 
Sossin points to the creation of the Osgoode@125 Fund, the 
student-led initiative to raise money for debt relief which 
will be matched by both the Law School and alumni through 
this year’s Annual Fund solicitation, as an excellent example 
of how the Law School continues to find innovative ways to 
make legal education accessible.
“The 125 Fund is particularly meaningful because it was 
initiated by a group of students who really want to be part 
of solutions on debt relief,” he said. “It’s a great contrast 
to what’s played out in some schools where an adversarial 
dynamic between students and the law school on debt relief, 
accessibility and high tuition can have a corrosive effect.”
In the months ahead, accessibility will continue to be top of 
mind at Osgoode with students, faculty, staff and alumni being 
asked to consider the proposal for a five-year pilot program 
that would see a group of students each year be admitted to 
the JD program on an income contingent loan basis. 
Under the program, those students would not pay tuition 
while at Osgoode, but would agree to repay tuition when their 
income affords them the ability to do so. If their income never 
reaches that point, the loan would be forgiven in its entirety.
“This program will provide an entirely new way to access legal 
education, and when combined with bursaries, scholarships 
and graduation awards, advances our goal that every admitted 
student should be able to obtain legal education at Osgoode 
regardless of financial means,” Sossin said.
In addition, Sossin will be chairing a new Accessible 
JD Working Group this fall. The Working Group will be 
examining the idea of a flex-time JD program that would be 
tailored to the needs of students who wish to pursue a legal 
education, but cannot afford to give up full-time work or 
family responsibilities.
“Here again, the goal would be to open up law school to more 
people,” Sossin said. “We know a number of students who are 
more or less working full-time and trying to manage full-time 
study. It can have a negative impact on mental health and 
academic performance. If Osgoode can assist those students 
to find a balance between law school, work and family 
commitments, I think that would be a major step forward.”
In addition to our existing bursary and scholarship programs which distribute more than 
$3.5 million annually in financial assistance to our students, the Law School is launching 
a new student-led Osgoode@125 debt relief campaign to assist students graduating with 
high debt loads (see sidebar); exploring new loan forgiveness or income contingent loan 
programs to further support accessibility; and striking a working group to examine the 
idea of a flex-time JD program.
“The goal is to make this a more accessible institution,” said Dean Lorne Sossin. “We 
know the cost of offering an innovative and high-quality legal education will continue to 
pose financial challenges for a number of our students. That does not mean, however, 
that the cost of legal education should ever be out of reach.”
In 2012, the Law School established the Accessibility Fund, assigning in-year surplus 
funds to support a range of ambitious accessibility initiatives.
Since that time, the Accessibility Fund has generated more than $800,000 for bursary 
programs, the Osgoode Opportunities Renewable Entrance Awards that provide full-
tuition rebates for two entering JD students with high financial need, and top-up funding 
for the Wendy Babcock Social Justice Award, a student-initiated award that uses the 
Osgoode is 
stepping up its 
efforts to make 
law school more 
accessible for 
more students.
From left: Martin Hui, Allison Williams, Nadia 
Klein, Avnish Nanda, Toby Samson, Douglas 
Judson and Brendan Monahan. Missing from 
the photo are Jaime Mor and James Mencel.
From left: Jay Swartz ’73, Cynthia Wilkey (who received the 
Dianne Martin Medal), Shane D’Souza ’09, Kim Twohig ’00 (LLM), 
the Honourable Karen Weiler ’67, ’74 (LLM) and Gary Anandasangaree ’05. 
Osgoode honoured six distinguished lawyers with awards for their exceptional 
contributions to the legal profession and service to the community at the Dean’s Annual 















2015 ALUMNI GOLD KEY AWARDS
The Gold Key Awards honour the outstanding achievements and 
contributions of Osgoode alumni in the following categories: 
•  Achievement: recognizes exceptional professional achievement
•  Public Sector: outstanding service of public sector or government lawyer
•  Service: significant contributions to Osgoode and/or the Alumni Association
•  One-to-Watch: recent graduate who demonstrates the promise of future leadership
DIANNE MARTIN MEDAL FOR  
SOCIAL JUSTICE THROUGH LAW
Created in memory of Professor Dianne Martin ’76, this medal is 
awarded to a member of the Canadian legal community who has 
exemplified Dianne’s commitment to law as an instrument for  
achieving social justice and fairness.
DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF  
2015 NOMINATIONS IS APRIL 1, 2015
RECIPIENTS WILL BE PRESENTED  
WITH THE AWARD AT THE DEAN’S 
ANNUAL ALUMNI RECEPTION ON MAY 13. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO  
SUBMIT A NOMINATION, PLEASE GO TO  
WWW.OSGOODEALUMNI.CA OR CONTACT
Anita Herrmann 
Director, External Relations  
& Communications Office 
Osgoode Hall Law School 
Ignat Kaneff Building 
York University 
4700 Keele Street 




From left: Mary Jackson (Blakes), Avnish Nanda (SALSA), Justice Russell 
Juriansz, Sheena Josan (SALSA), Dean Lorne Sossin
For Avnish Nanda ’14 and Osgoode’s 
South Asian Law Students’ 
Association (SALSA), developing the 
school’s culture of inclusivity, equity 
and accessibility was paramount. 
“Students should be confident in who 
they are and expect that their unique 
identities will be accepted by the 





AT OSGOODE Inspired by the Honourable Justice Russell Juriansz ’72, the first Canadian of South Asian 
descent appointed to the Superior Court of 
Justice, Nanda set out to create a source of 
financial support that would cement Juriansz’s 
legacy in generations of future Osgoode students. 
After months of fundraising and a generous 
donation from Juriansz’s former firm, Blake, 
Cassels & Graydon LLP, SALSA raised more 
than $50,000 to establish The Honourable 
Russell Juriansz ’72 Bursary and the Blakes/
Juriansz Inclusivity Fund. 
“Throughout his career, Russell Juriansz has 
been an advocate of human rights, inclusion and 
equity,” Osgoode Dean Lorne Sossin ’92 said at 
the announcement of the awards held during 
Diversity Week last February. “I can think of 
no better way to recognize these efforts than 
endowing these two very meaningful funds that 
will serve generations of future law students.” 
DIVERSITY WEEK
After 108 Convocation addresses and 70,271 
degrees conferred upon graduating students,  
R. Roy McMurtry ’58, ’91 (LLD) has stepped down 
as York University’s 12th Chancellor. 
The University hosted several events to thank McMurtry for his 
outstanding contributions including a dedication ceremony on 
May 29 of the Roy McMurtry Green, which the front entrance of 
Osgoode’s Ignat Kaneff Building overlooks.
“Over the past six years, York University has become a part 
of my DNA, so I am very grateful to receive this honour,” 
McMurtry told more than 80 guests who attended the 
dedication. “It was a privilege to be a part of York’s journey and 
to bear witness to its unique diversity and strong determination 
to connect with the broader community. Serving as University 
Chancellor was an unforgettable experience that I will 
always treasure. We should all be proud of what York has 
accomplished and will continue to accomplish.”
It’s called JustBalance and it’s an 
engaging new website (justbalance.ca) 
that provides support for Ontario law 
students dealing with stress, anxiety 
and other mental health concerns. 
The website, which was developed by 
Osgoode in collaboration with law faculties 
at the University of Toronto, University of 
Ottawa (Common Law Section), University 
of Windsor, Queen’s University, Western University and Lakehead University, offers a quick and easy 
way for students to hone in on their concerns and find helpful on-campus and external resources.
Prior to the development of the site, students from the seven law schools were surveyed about what 
they’d like to see on it. Concerns they wanted addressed revolved around issues such as navigating 
law school culture, not feeling cut out for law, feeling stressed, worrying about the future, and their 
relationships and personal life.
Melanie Banka Goela ’03, Osgoode’s Student Success and Wellness Counsellor who spearheaded 
the Ontario Law Student Mental Health Initiative, said, “the JustBalance website brings law schools 
and law students in Ontario together for the first time to address law students’ mental health needs. 
Our primary aim is to improve the mental health outcomes of Ontario’s 4,100 law students and 
future lawyers.”
The JustBalance website is funded by the Ontario Ministry of Training, Colleges & Universities who 
announced last October a commitment of $92,606 over two years. 
























Roy McMurtry and Dean Lorne Sossin
THE SCHOOL: 
1. Number of years Osgoode Hall Law School was the only accredited law school in Ontario: 70 (1889–1959)
2. Number of years Osgoode was known as simply “the Law School” or “The Ontario Law School” before being named Osgoode Hall Law School: 35
3. Number of attempts to create a law school before the permanent establishment of Osgoode Hall Law School in 1889: 3 
4. Year of the first attempt to establish a law school in Ontario: 1862
5. Year John A. MacDonald was awarded the degree of “Barrister at Law” by Osgoode Hall: 1836
6. Rank of Osgoode among the oldest common law schools in Canada: 2
7. Rank of Osgoode among the largest common law schools in Canada in 2014: 1 
8. Number of students in JD, LLM or PhD programs in 2014: 1300
9. Number of students Osgoode Hall accommodated in the 1820s: 9  
• Number of students Convocation Hall could hold in 1924: 80 
• Number of students Convocation Hall could hold in 1945: 400 
10. Number of years the Law School was located at Osgoode Hall downtown: 80 
11. Years William Osgoode served as the first Chief Justice of Upper Canada (now Ontario): 1794–1801 
12. Percentage of Osgoode’s 215,100 square-foot building at York University that was renovated in 2011: 89.3 
THE FACULTY: 
13. Number of full-time faculty at Osgoode in 1889: 1; 1935: 3; 1965: 15; 1968: 25; 2014: 60
14. Number of years Newman W. Hoyles held position of Principal: 29
15. Number of years John D. Falconbridge held position of Dean: 25
16. Number of Deans/Principals from 1889–2014: 18
17. Number of times Peter Hogg, Professor Emeritus and former Osgoode Dean, has been cited by the Supreme Court of Canada: 228
18. Year the Law Society awarded its first honorary doctorate of laws (LLD) to John D. Falconbridge: 1960 
19. Number of Osgoode professors appointed to the Supreme Court of Canada: 3 
[Louise Arbour (1999–2004), Gerald Le Dain (1984–1988), Bora Laskin ’36 (1970–1984)]
20. Year Dean Cecil Wright and Professors Bora Laskin, John Willis and Stan Edwards left Osgoode  
to establish a law school at the University of Toronto: 1949
21. Academic year Louise Arbour and Mary Jane Mossman became the first women to be appointed tenure track faculty: 1976–1977
THE ALUMNI: 
22. Number of Osgoode graduates who have become Dean of Osgoode Hall Law School: 8 (William Albert Reeve, Newman Wright Hoyles, John 
Delatre Falconbridge 1899, Cecil Augustus Wright ’26, Herbert Allen Borden Leal ’48, Patrick J. Monahan ’80, Jinyan Li ’91 (DJur), Lorne Sossin ’92) 
23. Percentage of the past 15 Attorneys General of Ontario who have been Osgoode grads: 60 
24. Number of Osgoode alumni since 1889 who have become mayor of Toronto: 3 (Nathan Phillips ’13, Philip Givens ’49, Barbara Hall ’78)
25. Number of judges on the Supreme Court of Canada since 1889 who were Osgoode grads: 8 (Frank Joseph Hughes 1911, John Robert Cartwright ’20, 
Wishart Flett Spence ’28, Wilfred Judson ’32, Bora Laskin ’36, Patrick Kerwin ’41, Peter deCarteret Cory ’50, Andromache Karakatsanis ’80)
26. Number of former Chief Justices of Canada who were Osgoode grads: 3 (John Cartwright ’20, Bora Laskin ’36, Patrick Kerwin ’41)
27. Number of other countries with current Chief Justices who are Osgoode alumni: 2 (Israel and Kenya) 
28. Number of current Ontario Court of Appeal judges who are Osgoode grads and/or former members of faculty: 13
29. Percentage of Chief Justices of Ontario from 1977–2013 who were Osgoode grads: 100  
(William Howland ’39, Charles Dubin ’44, Roy McMurtry ’58, Warren Winkler ’62)
30. Percentage of Premiers of Ontario since 1889 who were Osgoode grads: 32
31. Year that Vera Parsons, the first woman criminal defence lawyer in Ontario, graduated from Osgoode: 1924 
32. Year George Carter, the first Canadian-born black judge, graduated from Osgoode: 1948
33. Year Lincoln Alexander ’53, the first black Canadian to sit in the House of Commons, was appointed Ontario’s Lieutenant-Governor: 1985
34. Year Ontario Attorney General Ian Scott ’59 introduced the amendment to the Ontario Human Rights Code  
to prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation: 1987 
35. Year the Honourable Harry LaForme ’77 became the first Aboriginal appointed to an appellate court in Canada: 2004 
• Year the Honourable Harry LaForme ’77 was the first Indigenous instructor of the “Rights of the Indigenous Peoples” at Osgoode: 1992
36. Year Clara Brett Martin, first female lawyer in the British Empire, graduated from Osgoode: 1897
37. Year Ontario renamed the Ministry of the Attorney General building in honour of Clara Brett Martin: 1989 
• Year Ontario removed Clara Brett Martin’s name from the building due to the discovery of her 1915 anti-Semitic letter: 1991
38. Year Ontario Ministry of the Attorney General building was named in honour of Ian Scott ’59 and Roy McMurtry ’58  
by Attorney General Michael Bryant ’92: 2005




40. Year Kew Dock Yip graduated and became the first Chinese-Canadian lawyer: 1945
41. Year Gretta Wong Grant graduated and became the first female Chinese-Canadian lawyer: 1946
42. Years first two Osgoode LLM degree candidates graduated: 1963 & 1964 (Marshall Cohen and Warren Winkler)
43. Year Abraham Lieff ’26 became the first Jewish judge on the Ontario High Court of Justice: 1963
44. Number of years that John Tory ’78 served as President of the Osgoode Hall Law School Alumni Association: 4
45. Year Laura Legge ’48 was elected as the first female bencher of the Law Society of Upper Canada: 1975
46. Year Helen Kinnear ’20 became the first woman in the Commonwealth to be appointed as a judge to a Superior Court: 1943 
47. Year Raoul Mercier ’21, Ontario’s only Francophone Crown Attorney until 1961, was appointed to his position: 1935
48. Year Leonard Braithwaite ’58 became the first black Canadian elected to a provincial legislature: 1963
49. Year the Lakeshore Expressway in Toronto was renamed the “Gardiner Expressway”  
after Fred Gardiner ’20, first Chairman of Metropolitan Toronto Council: 1957
50. Year Nathan Phillips Square, named after Nathan Phillips ’13, Toronto’s 52nd and first Jewish mayor, opened: 1965
51. Year Osgoode student Ted Rogers ’61 bought radio station CHFI: 1960
THE STUDENTS: 
52. Years Obiter Dicta, Osgoode’s student newspaper, has been published: 86
53. Year the Law Society of Upper Canada made it compulsory for articling students living within 10 miles of Toronto to attend lectures: 1855
54. The length of a term in 1862: 6 weeks
55. Year the first student society for debates, mock trials and moot courts was formed at Osgoode Hall: 1821
56. Earliest attempt by law students to join the Law Society of Upper Canada: 1821
57. Year that Osgoode’s Legal and Literary Society was established: 1876
58. Number of years the Legal and Literary Society operated prior to the establishment of Osgoode Hall Law School: 13
59. Number of lectures by leading barristers organized by the Legal and Literary Society in 1880: 32
60. Number of student clubs and associations at Osgoode in 2014: 62
61. Number of students starting at Osgoode in 1889: 52
62. Number of students graduating from Osgoode in 2014: 306
63. Number of students entering the JD program in 2013 with a graduate degree: 51 Master’s, 10 PhD
64. Percentage of students entering the JD program in 2013 who were born in another country: 28
65. Percentage of the 2013 JD entering class who self-identified as a visible or ethnic minority: 28
66. Number of black students in the Class of 1948: 1
67. Number of black students in the Class of 2016: 26
68. Number of students entering the JD program in 2013 who described their religion as something other than Christian: 70
69. Year the Lawyers Club in Ontario lifted its membership restrictions for non-whites and non-Christians: 1952 
70. Year the Lawyers Club admitted its first female members: 1974
71. Percentage of women in the first graduating class at Osgoode in 1891: 0 
• Percentage of women in the Class of 1975: 10 
• Percentage of women in the Class of 2016: 53
72. Percentage of JD students who self-identified as living with a disability in 2012: 8
73. Cost of tuition in 1922: $70; in 1969: $500; 2014: $23,599.32
74. Number of students at York University when it opened in 1960: 76
75. Number of full-time students at York University in 2014: 45,095
76. Total number of LLM, PhD/DJur graduates including Osgoode Professional Development (OPD): 2961
77. Number of countries students entering the LLM at OPD came from in 2014: 28
78. Percentage increase in the number of certificates offered by OPD from 2010 to 2014: 18
79. Percentage who attended OPD events through webcasting in 2005: 0; 2014: 40
80. Year Osgoode’s Black Law Students’ Association established the Lincoln Alexander ’53 Award  
and presented it to the Honourable Michael Tulloch ’89: 2013 
81. Number of years Osgoode students have produced “Mock Trial,” now a variety show: 120
82. Number of years Osgoode students have organized the “Wendy Babcock Drag Show” in memory of an inspiring JD student: 3
83. Number of Wendy Babcock Back-End Debt Relief Bursaries awarded in 2014: 8
84. Year that the first Aboriginal students were admitted to the LLB program: 1974
85. Average articling salary in 1959: $15/week
86. Number of Osgoode students who served in World War I: 200+
87. Number of Osgoode students who served in World War II: 177
88. Total number of students at Osgoode in 1944: 325
89. Total number of students at Osgoode in 1947: 800 
90. Number of years Osgoode’s football team, the “Legals,” played in the Ontario Rugby Football League  
against teams such as the Hamilton Tiger-Cats and the Toronto Argonauts: 8 (1891–1898)
91. Year Osgoode captured the national rugby championship (the precursor to the Grey Cup): 1892 (Osgoode Hall defeated Montreal 45–5)
THE RESEARCH:
92. Value of the estate that student Thomas Brown Phillips Stewart left to the Law Society of Upper Canada  
to establish a student library in 1892: $7,599.65
93. Number of books in the student library in 1924: 2,500
94. Where Osgoode’s law library, with more than 500,000 volumes, ranks among law libraries in the Commonwealth : 1 
95. Number of downloads from Osgoode’s Digital Commons in its first six months: 100,000 
96. Number of contemporary Osgoode legal periodicals produced by faculty, students and alumni: 9
97. Number of years the Osgoode Hall Law Journal has been published: 57
98. Number of downloads from the SSRN Osgoode Legal Studies Research Paper Series: 91,974 
99. Number of research centres and institutes at Osgoode: 6
100. Number of conferences and symposia held at Osgoode in 2013: 40
101. Year the Law Commission of Ontario came to Osgoode: 2007
102. Number of Osgoode professors who have been “Scholars in Residence” at the Law Commission of Ontario: 9
THE CURRICULUM:
103. Number of years that law school at Osgoode Hall was only part-time: 60
104. Year Osgoode first granted the LLB degree: 1960
105. Year pre-1960 Osgoode Barrister-at-Law graduates could apply for an LLB degree: 1991
106. Number of years that Osgoode law degrees have been designated as “Juris Doctor”: 5
107. Year Osgoode partnered with Schulich School of Business to offer Canada’s first law & business degree program: 1972 
108. Year Osgoode partnered with the Faculty of Environmental Studies to offer Canada’s first law & environmental studies degree program: 1974 
109. Year Osgoode became the first law school in Canada to open an Office of Experiential Education: 2012
110. Year Osgoode became the first Canadian law school to approve an experiential degree requirement (praxicum) for the JD program: 2012
111. Percentage increase in experiential opportunities since the introduction two years ago of the praxicum: 54 
112. Year Osgoode became the first law school in Canada to require 40 hours of public interest service as a graduation requirement: 2006 
113. Student placement hours completed since the introduction of the public interest requirement : 133,748+
114. Number of clinical and intensive programs at Osgoode in 2014: 12
115. Year Osgoode became the first law school in North America to establish a full-term clinical lawyering program (Parkdale): 1971 
116. Number of mooting and skills competitions in which Osgoode teams participated in 2014: 25
117. Year Osgoode won the world’s first Twitter Moot hosted by West Coast Environmental Law: 2012
118. Number of applications received for Osgoode’s Artist in Residence program when it began in 2013: 125
119. Number of years Osgoode’s Community & Legal Aid Services Program (CLASP) has been running: 45
120. Year Osgoode’s Innocence Project was established: 1997 
121. Number of Osgoode’s law school exchange partners in 2014: 24 
122. Number of Osgoode students studying on exchange in 2014: 41
123. Year that Osgoode moved to an optional upper-year curriculum: 1968
124. Number of courses offered at Osgoode Hall Law School in 1896: 28
125. Number of courses offered at Osgoode Hall Law School in 2013: 135
While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this information, we cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions.
ANNUAL PAID GIFTS
The William Osgoode Society was established  
to honour Osgoode’s most generous donors.  
Named after the first Chief Justice of Upper Canada, 
the Society reflects the School’s long history and 
important influence on legal education. Members 
in the Society include individuals, law firms, 
foundations and associations whose cumulative paid 
gifts total more than $25,000. Members who have 
given more than $100,000 will also be recognized  
in the York University Honour Court.
PHILANTHROPIST 
$5 MILLION +
The Law Foundation of 
Ontario
FOUNDER 
$1 MILLION TO 
$4,999,999
Canada Law Book Inc.
Elizabeth A. and  
Harley D. Hallett
Barbara and Jay 
Hennick
Ignat Kaneff and 
Family
Mark I. Nathanson







Blake, Cassels & 
Graydon LLP
Rudolph P. Bratty**












Osler, Hoskin & 
Harcourt LLP
The Law Society of 
Upper Canada





Borden Ladner  
Gervais LLP













Joseph and Antoinette 
Sorbara











Brian D. Bucknall and 
Mary Jane Mossman
Purdy Crawford

































Felix and Millie Chan
Hillary and Andrew 
Cumming*
Bill and Louise Dimma
Michael N. Durisin
Enbridge















Nelson Arthur Hyland 
Foundation
Obiter Dicta





















$25,000 TO  
$49,999
Association of Chartered 
Accountants
Antofagasta plc
Stanley and Barbara 
Beck





















James Harbell and 
Patricia McQuaid




































Paul I.B. and Tevis 
Staniszewski
Ann and Robert Stevens
Lilly Offenbach Strauss
Jay Swartz
Swiss Re Life & Health 
Canada
Carswell*
Atul and Róisín Tiwari
White & Case
Frederick and Joyce 
Zemans
Osgoode Hall Law School is one of this country’s finest law 
schools as a result of the vision, wisdom and resolve of those 
charged with its leadership. Our gift societies are named 
in honour of the five first deans for their contribution to 
building an institution that is internationally recognized  
for its excellence in legal education. 
The societies recognize the contributions of donors who 
are committed to upholding our tradition of academic 
excellence by supporting the Law School’s mission. 
Membership in a society is based on paid gifts to Osgoode 
Hall Law School during the University’s last fiscal year. 
William A. Reeve Circle . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,000 plus
1889 – 1894
Newman W. Hoyles Circle . . . . . . . . . . $5,000 to $9,999
1894 – 1923 
John D. Falconbridge Circle . . . . . . . . $1,000 to $4,999
1923 – 1948 
Charles E. Smalley-Baker Circle . . . . $500 to $999
1949 – 1958 
H. Allan Leal Circle. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100 to $499
1958 – 1966 
William A. Reeve 
Circle
Bennett Jones LLP










Hillary and Andrew 
Cumming
Davies Ward Phillips 
& Vineberg LLP
Duff & Phelps 
Canada
EY































Harvey T. Strosberg 
The Advocates’ 
Society
The Law Foundation 
of Ontario










Cassels Brock & 
Blackwell LLP
Heenan Blaikie LLP














































































Mock Trial of 



























































George A. Wilson 
Peter Wong
Neil E. Wood 



























Reva Devins and 
Steve Goudge
Clifford E. Dresner









Judythe Little and 
Donald Fraser
Brenda E. Gaertner










Philip and Kim 
Henderson
William T. Houston
























































































Ken A. Whent 
William H. White 
Jack D. Winberg





Frederick and Joyce 
Zemans


















































































William M. Bryden 













Michael E. Caruso 
































































































Robert E. Forsyth 



























































































































































Christine Wai Gee 
Man
Melanie A. Manchee


















































































































































Irvin H. Sherman 



















Paul M. G. Smith 















Gerald A. Swaye 
Gerald S. Swinkin
Yair Szlak








































































1948 - 1951 · $675
William M. Bryden 
George E. Carter
John H. C. Clarry 
Clifford R. Demaray
Wilfred R. Dupont 
1953 · $1,350
Harry W. Edmondstone
John M. Lowndes 
Robert Stevens
James A. Taylor 
1954 - 1955 · $775
Charles G. Cowan 
Reginald A. Haney 
Jacob Hildebrand 
1956 - 1957 · $50,375













John B. Webber 




Earl A. Cherniak, 
Arnold Englander
Robert E. Forsyth 
John G. Goodwin 









William H. White 
J. Cecil Wolfe
Neil E. Wood 
1961 · $1,185









Michael E. Caruso 
David Grader 
Wayne L. Hooey 
Richard T. Howitt 
Willson A. McTavish
David J. Si
Gerald A. Swaye 
Ron Thomas





W. Stuart Ellis 
John F. Evans 
B. T. Granger
Carol M. Huddart
Robert C. Lee 
Donald C. Matheson 
Hartley R. Nathan 
Stanley M. Tick 

















Irvin H. Sherman 
Paul M. G. Smith 
Joseph M. Tanzola































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































1970s LLM · $625
Jacques C. Fremont
Vibert A. Lampkin
























































Robyn M. Ryan Bell
Clifford J. Shaw
Steven Chou Shin Tam
Laura Tyrrell
Stephen M. Werbowyj






Thomas Brown Phillips Stewart (1865–1892) 
was admitted to Osgoode Hall as a  
student-at-law in Michaelmas Term in 1888. 
Sadly, he became ill and died at the early age  
of 27 before he could graduate. He left a  
portion of his estate to establish a student 
library at Osgoode Hall, which later became  
the largest law library in Canada.
The Thomas Brown Phillips Stewart Society 
was created to commemorate Thomas Brown 
Phillips Stewart as Osgoode’s first benefactor 
and to honour all those who, like this generous 
young man, made Osgoode Hall Law School a 
part of their legacy through a planned gift.
Membership in the Society is offered to those 
alumni and friends who wish to donate to 
Osgoode by means of a planned gift including 
charitable bequests, life insurance or other 
future arrangements. All members will be 
recognized annually in the Osgoode Hall Law 
School Report on Giving.
We would be pleased to discuss with donors 
and their advisors, the many areas within  
the Law School where bequests can be 
directed. We do appreciate the opportunity 
to review the terms of the Will (especially for 
specific bequests) before they are finalized,  
so we can confirm our ability to accept and 
fulfill the gift’s intent.
For more information, please contact Anita 
Herrmann, Director, External Relations & 
Communications Office at 416-736-5364 or 
aherrmann@osgoode.yorku.ca.
Disclaimer and Contact Information
This report lists all donors who gave at least $100 to Osgoode Hall Law School from May 1, 2013 to April 30, 2014. Those donors who have requested 
anonymity do not appear in the listings. While we have made every effort to ensure accuracy, please let us know of any errors or omissions by calling 
the External Relations & Communications Office, Osgoode Hall Law School, 416-736-5638.
External Relations & Communications Office, Osgoode Hall Law School, 
Ignat Kaneff Building, York University, 4700 Keele Street, Toronto, ON  M3J 1P3 
Telephone: 416-736-5638 · Email: alumni@osgoode.yorku.ca
MEMBERS:
Denise Bellamy
Sandra Birnbaum
Marlys Edwardh
Balfour Halévy
Derek Hogg
Hugh S. Paisley
Harvey Spiegel
Norman Stewart
William Turville

